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Abstract
Background: One main research challenge in the post-genomic era is to understand the
relationship between protein sequences and their biological functions. In recent years, several
automated annotation systems have been developed for the functional assignment of
uncharacterized proteins. The underlying assumption of these systems is that similar sequences
imply similar biological functions. However, it has been noted that matching sequences do not
always infer similar functions.

Results: In this paper, we present the correlation between protein sequences and protein
functions for the yeast proteome in the context of gene ontology. A novel measure is introduced
to define the overall similarity between two protein sequences. The effects of the level as well as
the size of a gene ontology group on the degree of similarity were studied. The similarity
distributions at different levels of gene ontology trees are presented. To evaluate the theoretical
prediction power of similar sequences, we computed the posterior probability of correct
predictions.

Conclusion: The results indicate that protein pairs of similar biological functions tend to have
higher sequence similarity, although the similarity distribution in each functional group is
heterogeneous and varies from group to group. We conclude that sequence similarity can serve as
a key measure in protein function prediction. However, the resulting annotations must be verified
through other means. A method that combines a broader range of measures is more likely to
provide more accurate prediction. Our study indicates that the posterior probability of a correct
prediction could serve as one of the key measures.
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Background
The human genome project and numerous other genome
projects have produced a large and ever increasing
amount of sequence data. One of the main research chal-
lenges in the post-genomic era is to understand the rela-
tionship between the nucleotide sequences of genes and
the functions of the proteins they encode. Traditionally,
the functional annotation of genes has been done manu-
ally by experienced individual curators with the help of
advanced searching tools. However, to unlock the poten-
tial of the huge amount of genomic-wide sequence data, it
is necessary to develop large-scale approaches for the
functional assignment of uncharacterized proteins [1-10].
In recent years, several automated annotation systems
have been developed based on homologues identified
from database searches, text mining, gene ontologies, and
co-expression relationships obtained from microarray
gene expression patterns [11-23]. In sequence similarity-
based approaches, the function of a query protein can be
deduced from those of homologous proteins of known
functions obtained from database searches. The underly-
ing assumption of these approaches is that similar
sequences imply similar biological functions. Since this
assumption is true in many cases and the approaches are
simple, this type of sequence matching schemes have
been most popular and widely used, although it has been
noted that matching sequences do not always infer similar
functions [24-26].

The Gene Ontology (GO) consortium provides a vocabu-
lary to describe gene and gene product attributes in any
organism [27]. GO includes three ontological categories:
molecular function, biological process, and cellular com-
ponent. A molecular function GO term represents a bio-
logical activity involving one or more gene products. A
biological process GO term represents a series of biologi-
cal activities. And a cellular component GO term, as the
name suggests, represents a component of a cell. The GO
terms in each category are organized in a directed acyclic
graph (DAG), i.e., a specialized GO term (child) could be
associated with one or several less specialized GO terms
(parents).

Since the establishment of GO, many ontology-based
sequence annotation approaches have been developed
[16-23], including several web-based automated GO
annotation software tools [18,19]. These attempts typi-
cally involve a search of homologous proteins in GO-
mapped databases including Genbank and Swiss-Prot.
Hennig et al.'s OntoBlast and Zehetner's GOB let present
a list of homologues together with their GO terms
[18,19]. Martin et al.'s GOtcha searches a set of seven
model genomes and returns scored matches [20]. Xie et
al.'s GO Engine combines homology search with text min-
ing [17]. Schug et al. developed a rule-based function pre-

diction method based on the intersection of GO terms
that contain protein domain at different similarity levels
[16]. Abascal et al. presented an automatic annotation
method based on protein family identification [21].
Jensen et al. used neural networks for the prediction while
Vinayagam et al. used support vector machines [22,23].
The appeal of these approaches is that they can directly
assign a biological meaning to an uncharacterized protein
sequence.

In this study, we investigate the mathematical underpin-
nings of the automated sequence annotation approaches
that are based on sequence similarity and gene ontology.
We explore the structures of the three ontology categories
and re-evaluate the assumption that similar sequences
give rise to similar biological functions. We introduce a
novel measure of overall similarity between two protein
sequences based on a set of local BLAST alignments. Using
the complete proteome from the model organism yeast,
we study the degree of overall similarity of yeast protein
sequences in each functional group defined by GO terms.
We examine the effects of the level of GO terms and the
size of GO groups on the degree of similarity. We present
the sequence similarity distributions at different levels of
GO DAGs and the distributions of siblings of GO groups.
To evaluate the theoretical prediction power of similar
sequences, we compute the posterior probability of the
hypothesis that protein A possesses the same biological
function as protein B, given B's biological function is
known and A and B are similar.

Results and Discussion
All-to-all pair-wise protein sequence local alignments
were performed using the alignment tool for blasting two
sequences (I) which was retrieved from the NCBI ftp site
[28]. The p-values were calculated based on a novel meas-
ure (Equation (2) in Methods section) of overall similar-
ity of two protein sequences. The distributions of the p-
values are shown in Table 1. The first column presents the
p-value distribution of protein sequence pairs from the
complete yeast proteome. This distribution serves as a
control for the distribution of the whole population. The
second, third and fourth columns show the distributions
for sequences annotated for biological processes, molecu-
lar functions and cellular components, respectively. As we
can see, the four distributions are quite similar, indicating
that the annotated proteins in each of the three gene
ontology categories provide a representative sample set of
sequences from the complete yeast proteome. On the
other hand, we clearly see that the majority of sequence
pairs are not similar. Only about 4% of the sequence pairs
have p-values less than 0.01.

The distributions of the number of GO groups at different
levels of the gene ontologies are shown in Figure 1. In this
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study, when a pair of sequences appears on multiple lev-
els, the highest level (most specialized level) was chosen
for the analysis. We see clearly that the GO groups in
molecular function and cellular component populate the
third and the fourth level of the ontologies while the bio-
logical process GO groups are mainly distributed around
level six. The average sizes of GO groups at different levels
of the ontologies are shown in Figure 2. We see that in all
three GO categories the average size of the GO groups
decreases in most of the cases as their level increases. We
note that groups of less than six protein sequences are not
shown.

Figures 3, 4, 5 show the p-value distributions of protein
sequence pairs annotated for molecular function, biolog-
ical process and cellular component GO terms at different
levels of GO categories. Each curve in the figures repre-
sents the percentages of sequence pairs of less than or
equal to a certain p-value across different levels of GO cat-
egories. Some curves do not include the percentages for all
levels because no sequence pair on those levels has a p-
value less than or equal to certain thresholds. For the
sequences annotated for molecular function and cellular
component GO terms, we see clearly that the majority of
the sequence pairs are considered non-similar throughout
the levels. Over 59% of sequence pairs at all levels have p-
values greater than 0.01. However, the number of similar
sequence pairs does increase steadily with their GO levels.
In particular, the percentage of pairs with high similarity
scores (p ≤ 10-10) has a steep increase from the root level
to level 5. Level 9 has the highest percentage of similar
pairs for molecular function ontology. At this level over
35% of the sequence pairs have similarity p-values less or
equal to 10-3 while for levels 5 through 8, over 13% of the
sequence pairs have p-values less or equal to 10-3. These
percentages are significantly higher than the 1.8%
extracted from the p-value distribution of the entire popu-

lation of sequence pairs annotated for molecular func-
tions (Table 1). Also we can see that the percentage
increase is not monotonic from levels 6 to 9. There is a
short trend that the percentage decreases with level. We
believe that this result is mainly due to the nature of the
ontology graph in which fewer GO terms are on levels
higher than 6. Another reason that may also possibly con-
tribute to the result is that in our analysis, the level of a
GO term is defined to be the lowest level on which it
appears in the GO DAG. For the cellular component
ontology, level 7 has about 12% of the sequence pairs
with p-values less than or equal to 10-3. The average for
levels 5 and 6 is about 3.6%. We also see that for the two
ontologies, significantly more pairs have high similarity
scores (p ≥ 10-10) at levels 5 or above than those at levels
below 5. For the biological process ontology, the increase
of the number of similar pairs starts to level off around
level 7, apparently much higher than for molecular func-
tion and cellular component ontologies. About 6.2% of
pairs at levels 7 through 11 have the similarity p-values
less than and equal to 10-3, compared to an average of
1.74% at levels below 7. Similar to the two other ontolo-
gies, there are significantly more pairs annotated for biol-
ogy process GO terms having high similarity scores (p ≥
10-10) at levels 7 and above than at levels below 7.

The complete p-value distributions of sequence pairs for
each GO group of the three ontologies are shown in the
supplement tables I, II, III (Additional data file 1, 2, 3).
Table 2 shows a typical part of the supplement table II. It
presents the p-value distribution of sequence pairs in
some GO groups on the transporter activity branch of the
molecular function ontology tree. Numbers in each row
of the table represent the percentages of sequence pairs of
p-values within certain range. We see very much diversi-
fied p-value distributions over different GO groups. Most
of the distributions are independent of the sizes of the

Table 1: The p-value distributions of protein sequence pairs.

p-value range Percentage of pairs Percentage of pairs in biological 
process

Percentage of pairs in molecular 
function

Percentage of pairs in cellular 
component

[1, 10-1) 87.81 86.08 86.92 85.96
[10-1, 10-2) 8.559 9.466 9.105 9.589
[10-2, 10-3) 2.244 2.634 2.399 2.676
[10-3, 10-4) 0.7139 0.8862 0.7671 0.8903
[10-4, 10-5) 0.2654 0.3493 0.29 0.3485
[10-5, 10-6) 0.1194 0.1618 0.1342 0.1614
[10-6, 10-10) 0.1556 0.2208 0.1843 0.2126
[10-10, 10-15) 0.05141 0.07762 0.06913 0.06826
[10-15, 10-20) 0.02427 0.03747 0.0342 0.03117
[10-20, 10-50) 0.03834 0.06107 0.06368 0.04699
[10-50, 10-100) 0.01032 0.01468 0.016365 0.01087
[10-100, 10-200) 0.004558 0.005692 0.007037 0.004185
[10-200, 10-300) 5.74E-05 8.03E-05 7.27E-05 5.35E-05
[10-300, 0] 0.004419 0.004935 0.007291 0.002721
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groups. More noticeably, the sequence pairs in the carbo-
hydrate transporter activity group have much higher sim-
ilarity scores. Over 75% of pairs have the p-values less
than or equal to 10-5. In particular, the 17 sequences in
the sub-group monosaccharide transporter activity are
extremely similar with each other. All the p-values of the
136 pairs are less than or equal to 10-50. On the other
hand, the sequences in the GO group monovalent inor-
ganic cation transporter activity which is at the same level
as monosaccharide transporter activity exhibits much low
similarity scores. More than 96% sequence pairs have p-
values greater than 10-2. Also we see, in general, within
one branch of the ontology tree, the higher level a GO
group is at, the higher similarity its sequence pairs have.
More convincingly, 707 out of 903 biological process
groups, 304 out of 362 molecular function groups, and
216 out of 284 cellular component groups have higher
percentage of sequence pairs of p-values less 10-3 than

those of their parents (in the case of multiple parents, the
averages of similarity scores of the parents are consid-
ered). This result indicates the strong correlation between
sequence similarity and function similarity/specificity.

The dependence of sequence similarity on group size was
also examined. No strong correlation was found although
there is a vague trend of increasing degree of sequence
similarity as the group gets smaller. The Pearson correla-
tion coefficient of group size versus percentage of
sequence pairs with p-values less than or equal to 10-5 for
molecular function ontology is about -0.124. The coeffi-
cients for biological process and cellular component are -
0.137 and -0.136, respectively. As an example, the protein
kinase activity group has 94 annotated sequences. About
70% of the 4371 sequence pairs have p-values less than or
equal to 10-5. On the other hand, the nucleobase, nucle-
oside, nucleotide kinase activity group has only 10 anno-

Numbers of GO groups at different levels of the gene ontologiesFigure 1
Numbers of GO groups at different levels of the gene ontologies.
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tated sequences. Only 10 out of the 45 pairs have p-values
less than or equal to 10-5, although both groups are at the
same level (level 5) of the molecular function ontology
tree. The fact that most child groups have higher similarity
scores than their parents might be the main factor contrib-
uting to the weak negative correlation between sizes and
similarity scores.

The above results indicate that proteins of similar biolog-
ical functions tend to have higher sequence similarity. The
level of GO groups on a gene ontology tree depicts to a
certain degree the functional similarity of the groups,
although it's far from being able to accurately characterize
the relationship between protein sequence similarity and
biological function similarity. To evaluate how much pro-
tein sequence similarity can contribute to biological func-
tion prediction, we computed the posterior probabilities
of correct predictions using equation (4). The results for
the protein kinase activity branch of the molecular func-

tion ontology tree are presented in Table 3 while the p-
value distributions of sequence pairs for the branch are
shown in Table 4 for comparison. As we can see from the
results, the posterior probability of a correct assignment
varies greatly from group to group. For example, if a data-
base search hits the nucleotide kinase activity group with
a p-value less than or equal to 10-100, one can almost be
certain that the protein with that query sequence belongs
to the nucleotide kinase activity group. On the other hand
a hit to the protein kinase activity group with the same p-
value would carry only 13% of the confidence that the
protein belongs to the group. We believe that the high
degree of variation observed in the posterior probabilities
indicate that the posterior probability could serve as a key
measure in protein function predictions.

Conclusion
In this paper, we studied the correlation between protein
sequence similarity and function similarity for the yeast

Average size of GO groups at different levels of the ontologiesFigure 2
Average size of GO groups at different levels of the ontologies.
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proteome in the context of the three gene ontologies. The
results indicate that protein pairs in a GO group tend to
have higher sequence similarity than a randomly drawn
sequence pair, although the p-value distributions of
sequence pairs in GO groups are heterogeneous and vary
from group to group. We conclude that sequence similar-
ity can serve as one of the key measures in protein func-
tion prediction. However, the results do not directly
translate into a high confidence of the function prediction
provided by automated protein annotation systems that
are solely based on sequence similarity and GO defini-
tions. These methods can serve as a preliminary tool for
functional predictions. The resulting annotations have to
be verified through other means. A method that combines
a broader range of measures, including sequence similar-
ity, GO definitions, gene expression patterns, as well as

available knowledge of the organism under study, is more
likely to provide more accurate function prediction. Our
study indicates that the posterior probability of a correct
prediction could serve as one of those key measures.

Methods
The complete yeast (Sacchyromyces cerevisiae) proteome
was obtained from Swiss-Prot [29] on July 2005. It
includes 6467 protein sequences. GO definition files were
obtained from the Gene Ontology consortium web site
[30]. In the version of July 1st of 2005, there are 19094 GO
terms including 9856 biological process terms, 7559
molecular function terms, and 1679 cellular component
terms. Among the 6467 protein sequences, 4175 are
annotated with 1084 biological process terms, 3317 are

The p-value distributions of sequence pairs annotated for molecular functionFigure 3
The p-value distributions of sequence pairs annotated for molecular function. Each curve represents the percentages of 
sequence pairs of less than or equal to certain p-value across different levels of the GO category. (Some curves do not include 
the percentages for all levels because no sequence pair on those levels has a p-value less than or equal to certain thresholds.)
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annotated with 1060 molecular function terms, and 4735
are annotated with 354 cellular component terms.

Sequence similarities can be measured through pair-wise
global alignments or local alignments. Homologous pro-
tein sequences are usually similar over active domains and
thus share common folds and functions. Therefore, local
alignment is a more appropriate method for comparing
protein sequences for their functional similarity. There are
several local alignment schemes for comparing protein
sequences, including BLAST that can be used together
with different scoring systems such as BLOSUM62 and
BLOSUM80. The program returns a list of local align-
ments of certain statistical significance. However, how to

measure the overall similarity of two protein sequences is
not obvious. For example, proteins with two similar
domains with certain similarity scores could be consid-
ered to be much more similar than proteins with only one
domain with a higher similarity score. In this study, we
introduce a novel measure of overall similarity of two pro-
tein sequences. We utilize the alignment tool for blasting
two sequences to obtain the list of optimal local align-
ments. Let {S1,...,Sn} be scores of a list of best local align-
ments with certain statistical significance. Instead of using
the highest score (max{S1,...,Sn}) in the list to measure the
overall similarity of the two protein sequences, we use the
following score S to measure the overall similarity of two
sequences:

The p-value distributions of sequence pairs annotated for biological processFigure 4
The p-value distributions of sequence pairs annotated for biological process. Each curve represents the percentages of 
sequence pairs of less than or equal to certain p-value across different levels of the GO category. (Some curves do not include 
the percentages for all levels because no sequence pair on those levels has a p-value less than or equal to certain thresholds.)
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where  stands for the probability of finding a

high-scoring segment pair (HSP) with a local alignment
score of at least Si, and Ei is the expected number of HSPs

of score at least Si and can be obtained directly from the

alignment tool. Assuming the HSPs are independent of
each other, the p-value:

measures the probability of finding a pair of protein
sequences with a list of scores at least {S1, ..., Sn}. The cor-
responding E-value for the overall similarity (the expected
number of the lists that have scores at least {S1, ..., Sn})
therefore can be written as:

E = -ln(1 - e-S).  (3)

We use the p-values and the E-values to measure the over-
all similarity of a pair of protein sequences. Since when |x|
< 1, -ln(1 - x) = x + x2/2 + O(x3), the E- and p-values are
essentially the same when they are small. For example,
when p = 10-5, |p - E| is of order 10-10. For convenience, we
use p-values to present our results in this paper. The align-
ment tool used for blasting two sequences (b12seq) was
retrieved from the NCBI ftp site [28]. We used version

S Pi
i

= −∑ ln , ( )1

p ei
Ei= − −1

p p ei
s

i

= = −∏ ( )2

The p-value distributions of sequence pairs annotated for cellular componentFigure 5
The p-value distributions of sequence pairs annotated for cellular component. Each curve represents the percentages of 
sequence pairs of less than or equal to certain p-value across different levels of the GO category. (Some curves do not include 
the percentages for all levels because no sequence pair on those levels has a p-value less than or equal to certain thresholds.)
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Table 3: Posterior probability of a correct assignment for sequences in GO groups on kinase activity branch.

GO ID p-value threshold GO group description

1 10-2 10-5 10-10 10-20 10-50 10–100

**** GO0016301(161) 1.25 2.70 29.14 30.75 33.48 4.57 18.67 kinase activity
***** GO0019205(10) 0.070 0.21 10.20 29.41 54.53 28.54 99.90 nucleobase, nucleoside, nucleotide kinase activity
****** GO0019201(6) 0.039 0.20 8.11 19.35 60.00 33.33 99.98 nucleotide kinase activity
***** GO0004672(94) 0.72 3.52 30.07 30.37 31.81 33.25 13.76 protein kinase activity
****** GO0004674(65) 0.50 2.70 21.43 20.10 18.71 3.00 14.07 protein serine/threonine kinase activity
******* GO0004693(6) 0.039 0.176 1.21 1.42 2.83 2.86 0 cyclin-dependent protein kinase activity
******* GO0004680(7) 0.046 0.23 1.83 1.34 4.50 6.67 10.00 casein kinase activity
******* GO0004702(8) 0.054 0.33 2.29 2.67 2.64 1.03 5.88 receptor signaling protein serine/threonine kinase activity
****** GO0004713(6) 0.039 0.24 1.70 1.45 0.87 0 0 protein-tyrosine kinase activity
***** GO0019200(15) 0.11 0.23 15.11 25.43 65.24 65.24 28.6 carbohydrate kinase activity
***** GO0001727(8) 0.054 0.16 3.53 4.38 28.58 25.03 25.06 lipid kinase activity
***** GO0004428(12) 0.085 0.15 3.21 4.97 29.39 29.96 33.22 inositol or phosphatidylinositol kinase activity

Table 2: The p-value distribution of sequence pairs in some GO groups on transporter activity branch.

GO ID1 p-values GO group description

[1, 10-2) [10-2, 10-5) [10-5, 10-10) [10-10, 10-20) [10-20, 10-50) [10-50, 10-100) [10-100, 0]

* GO0005215(392) 94.13 3.68 0.66 0.42 0.52 0.26 0.33 transporter activity
** GO0042626(43) 85.6 2.1 2.21 4.1 2.21 1.99 1.77 ATPase activity, coupled to transmembrane 

movement of substances
*** GO0042625(30) 85.75 1.84 1.61 3.68 3.91 2.07 1.15 ATPase activity, coupled to transmembrane 

movement of ions
**** GO0019829(19) 92.4 2.92 0 1.75 1.75 0 1.17 cation-transporting ATPase activity
***** GO0046961(18) 92.16 2.61 0 1.96 1.96 0 1.31 hydrogen-transporting ATPase activity, 

rotational mechanism
**** GO0015662(12) 30.3 0 10.61 19.7 21.21 13.64 4.55 ATPase activity, coupled to transmembrane 

movement of ions, phosphorylative mechanism
**GO0015267(11) 87.27 3.64 1.82 0 0 1.82 5.45 channel or pore class transporter activity
*** GO0015268(9) 88.89 5.56 2.78 0 0 2.78 0 alpha-type channel activity
**** GO0005216(7) 85.71 4.76 4.76 0 0 4.76 0 ion channel activity
** GO0015238(14) 41.76 10.99 15.38 12.09 10.99 1.1 7.69 drug transporter activity
*** GO0015239(11) 47.27 9.09 14.55 9.09 12.73 0 7.27 multidrug transporter activity
** GO0015144(27) 21.08 1.71 3.13 8.55 23.65 5.7 36.18 carbohydrate transporter activity
*** GO0051119(24) 0.36 1.81 3.62 10.87 30.07 7.25 46.01 sugar transporter activity
**** GO0015145(17) 0 0 0 0 0 11.03 88.97 monosaccharide transporter activity
***** GO0015149(17) 0 0 0 0 0 11.03 88.97 hexose transporter activity
****** GO0005354(6) 0 0 0 0 0 33.33 66.67 galactose transporter activity
****** GO0015578(15) 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 mannose transporter activity
****** GO0005353(15) 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 fructose transporter activity
****** GO0005355(16) 0 0 0 0 0 0 100 glucose transporter activity
** GO0015075(140) 95.6 3.02 0.16 0.29 0.37 0.2 0.36 ion transporter activity
*** GO0046873(38) 91.18 4.98 0.14 0.28 0.71 1.28 1.42 metal ion transporter activity
**** GO0046915(29) 88.67 6.9 0.25 0.25 0.49 1.48 1.97 transition metal ion transporter activity
***** GO0005375(8) 82.14 10.71 0 3.57 0 3.57 0 copper ion transporter activity
***** GO0005381(10) 75.56 6.67 0 0 0 8.89 8.89 iron ion transporter activity
*** GO0042625(30) 85.75 1.84 1.61 3.68 3.91 2.07 1.15 ATPase activity, coupled to transmembrane 

movement of ions
**** GO0019829(19) 92.4 2.92 0 1.75 1.75 0 1.17 cation-transporting ATPase activity
***** GO0046961(18) 92.16 2.61 0 1.96 1.96 0 1.31 hydrogen-transporting ATPase activity, 

rotational mechanism
**** GO0015662(12) 30.3 0 10.61 19.7 21.21 13.64 4.55 ATPase activity, coupled to transmembrane 

movement of ions, phosphorylative mechanism

1The tree structure of the transporter activity branch is embedded in the first column of the table. The number of stars before a GO ID indicates 
the level of the GO group. If a group (A) is at one level higher than the group (B) on a row immediate above, A is a child of B. Otherwise, A is a 
sibling of the group that is at the same level as A and described on a nearest row above A. The numerical number in the parentheses after the GO 
ID represents the size of the group.
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2.2.11 with default parameters and the substitution
matrix BLOSUM62. All processing scripts were written in
Perl.

GO terms in each of the three ontology categories were
parsed and stored in a tree structure similar to the one
used in AmiGO [31] to form gene ontology trees. Since
GO terms are originally organized in a DAG, a GO term
may have several parent terms. In this case, the child term
appears multiple times on the same or different levels of
the tree. In this paper, we define the level of a GO term to
be the lowest level on which it appears, i.e. the shortest
distance of the GO term from the root. Protein sequences
were then parsed and mapped onto the gene ontology
trees to form GO groups. GO groups with less than six
protein sequences were removed for statistically meaning-
ful results. As a result, 4175 sequences in 906 distinct bio-
logical process groups, 3317 in 362 distinct molecular
function groups, and 4735 in 284 distinct cellular compo-
nent groups are included in the analysis. The final biolog-
ical process ontology tree consists of 11 levels and 11091
tree nodes (GO groups), of which 903 are unique. The
molecular function ontology tree consists of 9 levels and
471 tree nodes, of which 362 are unique. The cellular
component tree has 7 levels and 1692 tree notes, of which
284 are unique.

To evaluate how much protein sequence similarity can
contribute to biological function prediction, the posterior
probabilities of correct predictions can be computed using
Bayes' theorem [32]:

where G represents a GO group, ε represents the p-value
threshold for a sequence pair s1 and s2, while the p-value
p(s1, s2) is calculated based on equation (2).
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Table 4: The p-value distribution of sequence pairs in GO groups on kinase activity branch.

GO ID p-values GO group description

[1, 10-2) [10-2, 10-5) [10-5, 10-10) [10-10, 10-20) [10-20, 10-50) [10-50, 10-100) [10-100, 0]

**** GO0016301(161) 70.45 4.28 5.17 10.82 8.48 0.5 0.31 kinase activity

***** GO0019205(10) 66.67 11.11 0 8.89 8.89 0 4.44 nucleobase, nucleoside, nucleotide kinase 
activity

****** GO0019201(6) 40 20 0 0 26.67 0 13.33 nucleotide kinase activity

***** GO0004672(94) 25.14 5.51 14.37 29.83 23.5 1.14 0.5 protein kinase activity

****** GO0004674(65) 18.89 5.19 17.31 33.65 22.45 1.59 0.91 protein serine/threonine kinase activity

******* GO0004693(6) 33.33 0 0 0 26.67 40 0 cyclin-dependent protein kinase activity

******* GO0004680(7) 47.62 0 19.05 9.52 4.76 14.29 4.76 casein kinase activity

******* GO0004702(8) 0 0 0 42.86 42.86 10.71 3.57 receptor signaling protein serine/threonine 
kinase activity

****** GO0004713(6) 0 0 26.67 53.33 20 0 0 protein-tyrosine kinase activity

***** GO0019200(15) 78.1 1.9 5.71 0 0 8.57 5.71 carbohydrate kinase activity

***** GO001727(8) 53.57 7.14 14.29 10.71 7.14 3.57 3.57 lipid kinase activity

***** GO0004428(12) 72.73 6.06 6.06 7.58 3.03 1.52 3.03 inositol or phosphatidylinositol kinase activity
Page 10 of 11
(page number not for citation purposes)



BMC Bioinformatics 2006, 7(Suppl 4):S11
Additional material

Acknowledgements
The work is partially supported by NSF DUE 0410727 (ZHD), NIH 
1R01HL061438 (DMP), and UA faculty research fellowship (ZHD).

This article has been published as part of BMC Bioinformatics Volume 7, Sup-
plement 4, 2006: Symposium of Computations in Bioinformatics and Bio-
science (SCBB06). The full contents of the supplement are available online 
at http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2105/7?issue=S4.  

References
1. Altschul SF, Boguski MS, Gish W, Wootton JC: Issues in searching

molecular sequence databases.  Nature Genetics 1994, 6:119-129.
2. Casari G, Andrade MA, Bork P, Boyle J, Daruvar A, Ouzounis C, Sch-

neider R, Tamames J, Valencia A, Sander C: Challenging times for
bioinformatics.  Nature 1995, 376:647-648.

3. Altschul SF, Madden TL, Schaffer AA, Zhang J, Zhang Z, Miller W, Lip-
man DJ: Gapped BLAST and PSI-BLAST: a new generation of
protein database search programs.  Nucleic Acids Research 1997,
25:3389-3402.

4. Smith TF, Zhang X: The challenges of genome sequence anno-
tation or "The devil is in the details".  Nature Biotechnology 1997,
15:1222-1223.

5. Bork P, Dandekar T, Diaz-Lazcoz Y, Eisenhaber F, Huynen M, Yuan Y:
Predicting function: from genes to genomes and back.  Journal
of Molecular Biology 1998, 283:707-725.

6. Bork P, Koonin EV: Predicting functions from protein
sequences: where are the bottlenecks?  Nature Genetics 1998,
18:313-318.

7. Doerks T, Bairoch A, Bork P: Protein annotation: detective
work for function prediction.  Trends in Genetics 1998,
14:248-250.

8. Marcotte EM, Pellegrini M, Thompson MJ, Yeates TO, Eisenberg D: A
combined algorithm for genome-wide prediction of protein
function.  Nature 1999, 402:83-86.

9. Pellegrini M, Marcotte EM, Thompson MJ, Eisenberg D, Yeates TO:
Assigning protein functions by comparative genome analy-
sis: protein phylogenetic profiles.  Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 1999,
96:4285-4288.

10. Overbeek R, Fonstein M, D'Souza M, Pusch GD, Maltsev N: The use
of gene clusters to infer functional coupling.  Proc Natl Acad Sci
USA 1999, 96:2896-2901.

11. Hoersch S, Leroy C, Brown NP, Andrade MA, Sander C: The
GeneQuiz web server: protein functional analysis through
the Web.  Trends in Biochemical Sciences 2000, 25:33-35.

12. Sakata K, Nagamura Y, Numa H, Antoniol BA, Nagasaki H, Idonuma
A, Watanabe W, Shimizu Y, Horiuchi I, Matsumoto T, Sasaki T, Higo
K: RiceGAAS: an automated annotation system and data-
base for rice genome sequence.  Nucleic Acids Research 2002,
30:98-102.

13. Riley ML, Schmidt T, Wagner C, Mewes HW, Frishman D: The PED-
ANT genome database in 2005.  Nucleic Acids Research 2005,
33(Database):D308-D310.

14. Troyanskaya OG, Dolinski K, Owen AB, Altman RB, Botstein D: A
Bayesian framework for combining heterogeneous data
sources for gene function prediction.  Proc Natl Acad Sci USA
2003, 100:8348-8353.

15. Zhou Y, Young JA, Santrosyan A, Chen K, Yan SF, Winzeler EA: In
silico gene function prediction using ontology-based pattern
identification.  Bioinformatics 2005, 21:1237-1245.

16. Schug J, Diskin S, Mazzarelli J, Brunk BP, Stoeckert CJ Jr: Predicting
gene ontology functions from ProDom and CDD protein
domains.  Genome Research 2002, 12:648-655.

17. Xie H, Wasserman A, Levine Z, Novik A, Grebinskiy V, Shoshan A,
Mintz L: Large-scale protein annotation through Gene Ontol-
ogy.  Genome Research 2002, 12:785-794.

18. Hennig S, Groth D, Lehrach H: Automated Gene Ontology
annotation for anonymous sequence data.  Nucleic Acids Res
2002, 31:3712-3715.

19. Zehetner G: OntoBlast function: From sequence similarities
directly to potential functional annotations by ontology
terms.  Nucleic Acids Research 2003, 31:3799-3803.

20. Martin DM, Berriman M, Barton GJ: GOtcha: a new method for
prediction of protein function assessed by the annotation of
seven genomes.  BMC Bioinformatics 2004, 5:178.

21. Abascal F, Valencia A: Automatic annotation of protein func-
tion based on family identification.  PROTEINS: Structure, Function,
and Genetics 2003, 53:683-692.

22. Jensen LJ, Gupta R, Staerfeldt HH, Brunak S: Prediction of human
protein function according to Gene Ontology categories.  Bio-
informatics 2003, 19:635-642.

23. Vinayagam A, Konig R, Moormann J, Schubert F, Eils R, Glatting KH,
Suhai S: Applying support vector machines for Gene Ontology
based gene function prediction.  BMC Bioinformatics 2004, 5:116.

24. Gerlt JA, Babbitt PC: Can sequence determine function?
Genome Biol 2000, 1:Reviews0005.1-0005.10.

25. Ouzounis CA, Karp PD: The past, present and future of
genome-wide re-annotation.  Genome Biol 2002,
3:Comment2001.1-2001.6.

26. Sali A: Functional links between proteins.  Nature 1999,
402:23-26.

27. The Gene Ontology Consortium: Gene ontology: tool for the
unification of biology.  Nature Genetics 2000, 25:25-9.

28. Tatusova TA, Madden TL: Blast 2 Sequences, a new tool for
comparing protein and nucleotide sequences.  FEMS Microbiol-
ogy Letters 1999, 174:247-250.

29. Yeast proteome   [ftp://ftp.expasy.org/databases/
complete_proteomes/entries/eukaryota/]

30. GO terms   [ftp://ftp.geneontology.org/pub/go/ontology-archive/]
31. AmiGO   [http://www.godatabase.org/cgi-bin/amigo/go.cgi]
32. Weiss NA: Bayes's Rule.  In Introductory Statistics 7th edition. New

York: Addison Wesley; 2004:195-200. 

Additional data file 1
The p-value distribution of sequence pairs in GO groups of molecular 
function ontology. The p-value distribution of sequence pairs in GO 
groups of molecular function ontology. This file contains the p-value dis-
tribution of sequence pairs in all GO groups of molecular function ontol-
ogy
Click here for file
[http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-
2105-7-S4-S11-S1.xls]

Additional data file 2
The p-value distribution of sequence pairs in GO groups of biological 
process ontology. The p-value distribution of sequence pairs in GO groups 
of biological process ontology. This file contains the p-value distribution of 
sequence pairs in all GO groups of biological process ontology
Click here for file
[http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-
2105-7-S4-S11-S2.xls]

Additional data file 3
The p-value distribution of sequence pairs in GO groups of cellular 
component ontology. The p-value distribution of sequence pairs in GO 
groups of cellular component ontology. This file contains the p-value dis-
tribution of sequence pairs in all GO groups of cellular component ontol-
ogy
Click here for file
[http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-
2105-7-S4-S11-S3.xls]
Page 11 of 11
(page number not for citation purposes)

http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-2105-7-S4-S11-S1.xls
http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-2105-7-S4-S11-S2.xls
http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-2105-7-S4-S11-S3.xls
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2105/7?issue=S4
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8162065
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=8162065
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7651513
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=7651513
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9254694
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9254694
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9359093
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9359093
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9790834
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9790834
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9537411
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9537411
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9635409
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=9635409
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10573421
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10573421
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10573421
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10200254
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10200254
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10200254
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10077608
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10077608
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10637611
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10637611
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10637611
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11752265
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11752265
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15608204
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15608204
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12826619
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12826619
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12826619
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15531612
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15531612
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15531612
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11932249
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11932249
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11932249
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11997345
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11997345
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12824422
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12824422
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12824422
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15550167
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15550167
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15550167
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12651722
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12651722
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15333146
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15333146
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10573411
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10802651
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10802651
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10339815
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=10339815
ftp://ftp.expasy.org/databases/complete_proteomes/entries/eukaryota/
ftp://ftp.expasy.org/databases/complete_proteomes/entries/eukaryota/
ftp://ftp.geneontology.org/pub/go/ontology-archive/
http://www.godatabase.org/cgi-bin/amigo/go.cgi

	Abstract
	Background
	Results
	Conclusion

	Background
	Results and Discussion
	Conclusion
	Methods
	Authors' contributions
	Additional material
	Acknowledgements
	References

